








February 17, 2011
EXPLORE MOFFAT COUNTY

Browns Park Day Trip

For those of you who love winter sports, this has been a very good season.  We have had plenty of snowfall for snowmobiling, skiing, snowshoeing and cross country skiing.  Winter is now more than half over, so whether you are a winter sports enthusiast or just suffering from cabin fever, it is getting to be the time to explore one of Moffat County’s best places.   

A day trip to Browns Park in the northwest corner of Moffat County in late winter provides a pleasant escape from the winter wonderland here in Craig.  This valley along the Green River provides early season driving and hiking access.  This time of the year there are wintering elk, deer, and pronghorn in abundance for viewing, and migratory waterfowl and songbirds arrive in large numbers starting in early March.  There are ample hiking opportunities on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands and on the Browns Park National Wildlife Refuge.  The area is also rich in history, from native American petroglyphs to Butch Cassidy using the area to hide out from the law, and rich with spectacular scenery.  Browns Park has been called ‘Browns Hole’ in the past due to its lower elevation and sheltering from the weather by adjacent mountains.  
It is a 90 mile drive to Browns Park from Craig, so make sure to gas up and bring food, drinks, binoculars and a camera.  You should plan on spending a whole day so you can explore and enjoy.  Head west on US Highway 40 to Maybell, Colorado.  Gas and food are available at the Maybell store.  Turn right on Colorado Highway 318 just west of Maybell, and stay on that paved highway.  You will see the direction signs for Browns Park and Gates of Lodore on US 40.   It is about 60 miles to the park from Maybell, and there are plenty of elk, deer, and eagles along the way.  You should be fine with a 2-wheel drive vehicle unless you plan to drive off the main roads onto BLM two-track roads.  

The Refuge has a very nice wildlife viewing road along the Green River with interpretive pullouts, and the swinging bridge is always a fun experience to drive across the river.  The turnoff from Highway 318 to the wildlife viewing road and the bridge is around mile marker 2 (2 miles from Utah), and its access is well signed on Highway 318.  This road is gravel surfaced, so again, a 2-wheel drive vehicle will be fine. 
The Craig Chamber of Commerce office has BLM maps for sale and free brochures about the area history and attractions.  Please respect private lands if you decide to hike, and stay in your vehicle when viewing the big game as they are physically stressed from wintering.  They are more tolerant of vehicles and getting out of the vehicle will frighten and stress them more.  

So pick a day when the weather is nice in Craig, and you will find it to be really nice in ‘The Park”.   You will enjoy exploring one of Moffat County’s ‘best kept secrets’ in Colorado.  
